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Consider Harlan
Social scene, retirement activities among the best, surveys say

 The wellness center 
(right), hospital services 

(middle) and park systems 
(below) help to make Harlan 

an attractive location for 
seniors and those thinking of 
retirement.  (Harlan Newspa-

pers photos)

 HARLAN – Considering an Iowa retirement soon?  Already 
live in Harlan?  Well, you’re in luck…according to some “ex-
perts,” this is the place to be in your senior years if you live in 
Iowa.
 Real estate website findthehome.com partnered with msn.
com recently to rank the “most fun” places to retire in every 
state, and Harlan tops the list in the state with “fields of oppor-
tunities.”
 In addition, smartasset.com recently published a study that 
names Harlan as having one of the best senior scenes in Iowa.  
The financial technology company ranked the cities with the 
most recreational and social opportunities for retirees.
 Harlan Mayor Gene Gettys, Jr. isn’t surprised by the high 
praise.  The community is senior-friendly, he says, having ev-
erything from a top-notch medical facility and wellness center 
to a busy community center and a city with great parks and 
trails systems.
 Harlan has “top-notch health care, well-kept parks, beauti-
ful walking trail, modern and active 
senior center, unparalleled wellness 
center, movies, blue-ribbon educa-
tional system, ongoing community 
activities and a community which 
cares about our appearance,” said 
Gettys.
 “Our recent designation as a Blue 
Zone community I believe is very 
attractive to any age group, 
inclusive of seniors.  Need I 
say more?”
 Findthehome.com utilized 
a metric to rank cities and 
gave each a “senior enter-
tainment score.”  Harlan 
earned an 80.04 rank, noting 
the following features:
   Two movie theaters per 
10,000 people
   5.9 bowling establish-
ments per 10,000 people
   1.97 golf and country 
clubs per 10,000 people
 It gave particular note to the all-
inclusive Harlan Golf and Country Club 
for being perfect for novices and experts, 
members and non-members alike who 
want to share their love of the links.
 Smartasset.com ranked cities on ev-
erything from medical facility availabil-
ity and recreation centers to the percent-
age of seniors in the city and retirement 
centers.  Harlan ranked fourth among 
Iowa cities, behind Charles City, Winter-
set and Decorah.
 The community was given an 86.12 
recreational and social index score.  All 
of those things make Harlan attractive to 
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Schools rated with new Iowa School Report Card
Area schools see commendable, acceptable ratings by state rating system

 REGIONAL – The Iowa Depart-
ment of Education released its Iowa 
School Report Card Wednesday, 
Dec. 16, with area schools rating 
from commendable to acceptable on 
the new system’s scale.
 Iowa’s schools are rated on cer-
tain educational measures, includ-
ing math and reading proficiency, 
college and career ready growth and 
readiness, how many students are 
improving academically each year, 
efforts to close achievement gaps, 
graduation rates, attendance and 
staff retention.

 Schools are then given a rating of 
exceptional, high-performing, com-
mendable, acceptable, needs im-
provement, or priority.
 The new school report card meets 
a legislative requirement and aligns 
with the Iowa Department of Educa-
tion’s efforts to provide Iowa resi-
dents with meaningful statistics re-
garding their schools.  School ratings 
represent a combination of scores on 
the individual measures.
 The data comes from multiple 
sources including assessment results, 
and from individual schools’ report-

ing of data to the Iowa Department 
of Education.
 Among the area schools, none 
were categorized in the exceptional 
category, and only Tri-Center High 
School was listed as high-perform-
ing.  A number were listed in the 
commendable category including 
A-H-S-T High School and Elemen-
tary School, Tri-Center Elementary 
School, Harlan Community High 
School and Intermediate School, 
and IKM-Manning High School and 
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Committee hopes to
maintain pharmacy
services in Avoca area
 AVOCA -- Many residents of Avoca and nearby 
communities were shocked to receive a letter in 
the mail indicating their pharmaceutical services 
would be switching to another provider. Carley 
Drug, a storefront occupying Avoca Main Street for 
over 45 years, is closing January 29, 2016.
 Many residents immediately reached out to Ron-
da Holst, longtime Carley Drug employee. Holst 
has been the person behind the desk answering 
questions, offering a smile, and generally being a 
part of what made Carley Drug not only an essen-
tial service, but a charming small community drug 
store.
 “I will do whatever it takes to fix this,” says Holst. 
“I feel so horrible for our town and surrounding 

DNR investigates potential
wastewater entering stream
in Shelby County
 HARLAN – The Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources is investigating reports of land applica-
tion of process wastewater potentially entering a 
stream after receiving numerous telephone calls 
from concerned citizens.
 A contractor was land applying wastewater from 
Essentia, a processing facility in Harlan (Shelby 
County) under its chapter 200 license, which is is-
sued by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. However, the DNR received re-
ports that the processed wastewater was entering 
the West Nishnabotna River after it was applied. 
DNR staff collected samples on Friday to deter-
mine if any wastewater reached the river.
 Prior to DNR staff leaving the site, the contrac-
tor installed an earthen berm to prevent any further 
discharge. The investigation is ongoing.
 The DNR will consider appropriate enforcement 
action, if necessary.
 “We really want to thank the people who took 
time to call us and alert us to this situation,” said 
Jessica Montana, supervisor of the DNR’s Environ-
mental Services field office in Atlantic.
 “The quicker we can get on the scene of a situa-
tion like this, the better chance we have of getting 
the accurate data we need to properly assess the 
potential impact, but more importantly, the quicker 
we can work with the responsible party to get mate-
rial contained,” Montana added.
  Montana said it is important to avoid land appli-
cation of wastewater and manure when conditions 
are not favorable like when the ground is saturated 
because it can result in the material being carried to 
surface water through runoff.

Avoca please see next page

CYCLONES TAKE DOWN ST. ALBERT Travis Crees (left) and Sam 
McLaughlin race up the floor 

during HCHS’s victory over St. 
Albert Friday.


