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Iôve already seen a few holiday decorations in some of the larger retail businesses when I was in ñthe Cityò earlier this month. 

One of my friends posted on her Facebook wall that she has seen Christmas commercials playing on the television. For me, I 

feel like the holidays are already here because my friends wants to plan a ñgirlsô dayò for Christmas shopping.   

For many retail businesses, the holidays are expected to be the biggest selling time of the year. Last year, 2015, Thanksgiving 

and Black Friday set new (online) sales records with $1.33B and $2.4B spent. These numbers are only expected to rise for 

2016. (Source).  

For many retail business owners, running a business leaves little time to prepare and plan for the holiday rush. All is not lost, 

you still have time to get every aspect of your business ready to reap the most benefit from the upcoming holiday season. The 

more you do now to ready your business for holiday shoppers, the more profits you'll reap by the end of this year. Here are a 

few things to think about in the coming days and weeks. 

Make sure your staff is ñproduct knowledgeableò and well prepared to best represent your products and services.  

Before you open your doors for business, take a moment to walk around your store and look at your business with the eyes of 

a customer. Remember to take notes as you walk around. This will be very helpful to you. 

Create gift packages of your products, place stocking stuffer items near your cash register and create gifts for long time cus-

tomers. When all is said and done, the businesses that succeed during the holidays are the ones that have relevant products, 

smart gift ideas and take the time to treat their customers with a ñless than crazedò holiday shopping experience.  

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
http://www.shortstack.com/4-ways-business-can-start-preparing-for-the-2015-holidays-right-now/
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Living Well Home Care, LLC ï Helping Seniors Live Safely and Happily at Home 
 
Living Well Home Care, LLC was created because owner Sara Poepsel Miller saw a huge need for services for seniors in our 
community who wanted to remain in their homes, but needed a little extra help to do so.  Too often, families were being 
stretched to provide these services to their loved ones or the elderly were simply going without, putting them at risk for injury or 
illness that would land them in the hospital. 
 
With her previous experience in the senior healthcare industry and as a successful business owner, Poepsel Miller knew she 
couldnôt pass up the opportunity to serve seniors in the Harlan and Shelby County area.  ñMy passion is helping seniors and I 
feel very blessed to be able to help them with a goal we all have:  to age in place, at home,ò Poepsel Miller said.   
 
Living Well Home Care started operations this summer, providing both personal care and home maintenance services to sen-
iors in their homes. ñAt Living Well, our purpose is to help seniors remain at home as long as they are able and we do every-
thing we can to make that possible,ò explained Poepsel Miller. We can help with personal cares such as bathing, dressing, toi-
leting and medication management, as well as, helping around the house with light housekeeping, laundry, meal planning and 
preparation and transportation.ò 
 
Another very important service offered is respite care. ñToo often, caregivers drain themselves caring for their loved ones and 
their own health suffers as a result, said Poepsel Miller. ñWe can come in and lighten that burden, giving caregivers a much-
needed break.ò 
 
Hiring Living Well is simple and easy.  Physician referrals are not needed to receive services and no contracts for minimum 
amount of services are required.  Living Well also provides services well beyond the standard 8-5 working day: coverage is 
available 24/7 for those who need help in off-hours.   
 
Living Well accepts private pay and long term care insurance and will help clients navigate through the maze of paperwork that 
insurance companies require.  The rate for services is reasonable and affordable:  prices range from $15 to $20 per hour de-
pending on what is required and the time of day. 
 
ñI am happy to offer these services to the seniors in Shelby County and the surrounding area, ñPoepsel Miller said.  ñWe live in 
such a wonderful community and this is just one more way that people can continue to not only live here, but to thrive here.ò 
 
To find out more about Living Well Home Care and their services, please call 712-579-8416 or look them up on Facebook at 
Living Well Harlan.  

 

To create a climate of opportunity for business growth,  

economic development, and a high standard of living throughout Shelby County. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LivingWellHarlan/
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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The holiday gift giving season will be here soon. Are you wondering what to buy that hard to shop for 

person on your holiday gift list? The Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & Industry has an  

answer ï Chamber gift certificates. Chamber gift certificates are a wonderful gift for employees, 

teachers, coaches, friends and family. Gift certificates can be purchased in any denomination and used throughout Shelby 

County. There is no minimum purchase required. All major credit cards, checks and cash accepted. 

Certificates are easy to purchase. On our website, call the office 712-755-2114, email or stop by and see us. 

Each gift certificate expires after six months from the date of issue.  

        

Harlan Community Middle  & High Schools: Trunk or Treat: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  

Earling: 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

                                       Portsmouth: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. They will have a haunted jail in the Portsmouth City Hall Building

                       Elk Horn: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

                  Harlan: 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.                        Irwin: 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

                  Shelby: 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.                        Westphalia: 5:30 p.m.ð7:00 p.m.         

               Harlan Golf & Country Club: 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

              Salem Lutheran Homes, Elk Horn: Costume Contest Party, 7:15 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

Chamber Members! Please provide your Small Business Saturday promotion and sales information to the 
Chamber by Friday, November 18 to be included in a special ñDid You Knowò email promotion on Wednesday, 
November 23. You can email your information to us or drop the information by our office, 1901 Hawkeye Ave-
nue.   

 
The Chamber has a limited amount of ñShop Smallò promotional merchandise available to our members. Call, 712-755-2114 or 
email Carol to find out what is available and we will deliver them to your business.  

http://www.exploreshelbycounty.com/chamber-gift-certificates.html
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com



