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‘Tis the season to plan your gift list, and that means you have an opportunity to shop local this holiday 

season. Please know that when you buy from your local small businesses it supports your community. 

And if you’re like me, you prefer to avoid crowds at shopping malls in the city.  

Here are just a few reasons to shop local. 

It keeps money in the community. No matter what you purchase, money spent at small business shops 

generates 3.5 times more wealth than shopping at large national chains. (Source). 

You’ll find unique gift items. You are likely to find cool items that you aren’t going to see in chain stores 

or online retailers. 

It creates a sense of community. The more you shop local, the more you’ll get to know your local mer-

chants — and they’ll get to know you. 

You’ll help keep your neighbors employed. Local businesses employ an estimated 77 million Ameri-

cans, creating roughly two-thirds of all private sector jobs. (Source). 

It lowers your carbon footprint. If you’re lucky enough to be able to walk to local shops, it cuts down on 

emissions from your car. Shopping locally also eliminates the carbon footprint of delivery and packaging 

materials associated with online shopping. 

You’ll keep local businesses thriving. Spending money at small stores keeps them in business. You’re 

helping a real family.  

You’re worried about delays in shipping. You not only have to worry about what gifts to buy, but also 

whether they’ll arrive on time 

You prefer shopping in a store instead of online. When you shop at a small store, you can actually put 

your hands on the cool items you want. 

Local shopping doesn’t always mean spending money at the boutiques. Don’t forget to consider restau-
rants, local hair salons, and even grocery stores for gift cards and stocking stuffers. 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/why-buying-local-is-worthb4310520
https://bealocalist.org/why-local-matters/
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2022-2023  

Board  of Directors 

President 

Steve Ineson 

Four Seasons Travel 

Vice President 

Jeff Sundholm 

Myrtue Medical Center 

Treasurer 

Gervas Mgonja 

Town & Country Credit  

Union 

Past President 

Steve Kenkel 

Shelby County Board  

of Supervisors 

Board Member 

Marie Bengford 

H & R Block 

Board Member 

Amanda Miller 

St. Croix Hospice 

Board Member 

Jahde Osborn 

Courtside Marketing 

Board Member 

Darin Turner 

Hy-Vee 

Chamber Team 

Todd Valline 
Executive Director 

Carol McHugh 
Administrative Assistant 

Debbie Stendrup 
Membership/Events  
Coordinator During the Christmas holiday, we will be closing at noon on Friday, Decem-

ber 23. We will resume regular business hours on Monday, January 2, 2023.  

 

 

 Saturday, December 3. Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 12:30 pm - 

4:30 pm (Chamber Event). Santa and “his elves” will be stopping at 

the following Shelby County Communities: Irwin (Irwin Library), 

Panama (St. Mary’s Parish Hall), Portsmouth (Legion Hall), and Ten-

nant (Former Post Office). A special thanks to our sponsors: Retail 

Rebel, Milk & Honey, St. Croix Hospice, and Parian Lodge No. 321 

A.F. & A.M. 

 Thursday, December 9 . Santa in the Cabins, 5 – 7 pm, hosted by the 

Shelby County Historical Museum, 1805 Morse Avenue, Harlan. Join 

Santa and his helpers for free Christmas Carnival games, pictures 

with Santa, snacks, and crafts! Don’t forget to bring your family be-

cause Santa only visits once a year.  

 Thursday, December 22. Shelby County Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry Holiday Open House, 5 pm. This event will be held in our 

atrium. Come celebrate the holidays with the Chamber staff.   

mailto:steve@4seasonstrav.com
mailto:Jeffrey.sundholm@myrtuemedical.org
mailto:Gervas@towncountrycu.com
mailto:nskenkel@fmctc.com
mailto:marie.bengford@hrblock.com
mailto:amiller1@stcroixhospice.com
mailto:jahde@courtside-marketing.com
mailto:dturner@hy-vee.com
mailto:director@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com
mailto:membership@exploreshelbycounty.com


  
 

             City of Harlan                              Harlan Industrial Foundation  

Harlan Municipal Utilities                        Myrtue Medical Center 

Shelby County                                                 SCSB                          
 

Conductix-Wampfler              Monogram Prepared Meats, LLC 
 

 The Agency Insurance    Essentia Protein Solutions     FMCTC             

Farmers Trust & Savings Bank          Midstates Bank               
 

Elm Crest Senior Living Community     Panama Transfer 

Markham Family Dental Associates, Inc. 
 

       CDS Global    Counsel Office & Document     Cyclone Lanes      

Fareway Stores, Inc.    Farm Service Cooperative 

Harlan Community School District     Harlan Golf & Country Club     

The Harlan Tribune    Hy-Vee   Keast Auto Center     

KNOD Radio Station    Molded Products     Nishnabotna Valley REC     

Pitts Family & Sports Chiropractic Center, PC    

Smitty Bee Honey, Inc.   Subway   Summit Carbon Solutions 

Town & Country Credit Union   Victoria Station 
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http://myrtuemedical.org/
http://www.conductix.us/en
http://www.monogramfoods.com/
http://www.fmctc.com/
http://www.ftnsbank.net/
http://www.midstatesbank.com/#/home
http://elmcrest.net/
http://www.panamatransfer.com/
http://www.cds-global.com/
http://www.fareway.com/
http://www.harlanonline.com/
http://www.knodfm.com/
http://www.nvrec.com/
http://www.pittsfamilychiro.com/
http://www.towncountrycu.com/
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To create a climate of opportunity for business growth, 

economic development, and a high standard of living throughout Shelby County. 

 

 

 

The Chamber wishes to thank the following members who  
renewed their membership in November 2022 

 

Elm Crest Senior Living Community * First Baptist Church  
Floral Elegance & 6

th
 Street Emporium * Harlan Vision Clinic * REM Iowa * Taylor Quik Pik  

 

 

 

 

Get more exposure for your business. Take advantage of everything the Shelby County Chamber of Com-

merce & Industry has to offer. Being a Chamber member makes your business more desirable to customers. 

You can network with other member businesses. We provide you with many opportunities to get involved with 

our community and to better your business. 

Bill Savings Advocate. Joined November 18, 2022 
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Hosting an ambassador visit, open house, or ribbon cutting ceremony is a great opportunity to create public 

awareness about your business. For more information, contact the Shelby County Chamber of Commerce 

& Industry at 712-755-2114 or email the Chamber office.  

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony - White Linen, Harlan 
Friday, October 28 

Harlan Veterinary Associates & Referral Center 
910 Chatburn Avenue, Harlan 
Friday, December 16, 10 am

 

 

mailto:info@exploreshelbycounty.com


Event Info 
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